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MEDIA & POLITICS

An oral history of that craaaazy
election—by the men and women inside
the race, and those who tried to cover it.

By Richard Brenner,
Kyle Gibson, and Holly Peterson

|t was a monthlong civics class with O.J. ratings. For 36 days
Americans, from the upper echelons of the White House to the
most backward hinterlands of the nation, watched transfixed
as one of the most highly mediated events in our media-
saturated culture—the election of the president of the United
States—became by a sort of reverse alchemy unmediated. The
story line was national uncertainty. The atmosphere, almost
immediately, was insane.

Good television? For the viewers, there were minute-to-minute
dramas, multiple plot lines, ever-available camera-savvy play-
ers, and, most of all, undeniable gravity. It wasn't possible to brush
the coverage off as overblown or deride it as a sideshow. This
story mattered. Election 2000 was great television.

For the makers of television, however, it was wearying, difficult
work that never, ever seemed to stop. The coverage went on,
but the story never became clearer. The details were complicated
to the end—so complicated that at times the saga felt like atone-
ment for JonBenet and Elidn. On the night of the U.S. Supreme
Court’s final ruling, on December 12, reporters and lawyers alike
scrambled to understand what the opinion actually said and
what it would ultimately mean for the candidates.

Viewers watched the consensus form, which is to say the
sausage being prepared. Not all of the ingredients looked ap-
petizing. Not to the audience, not to the campaigns, and not to
the exhausted media itself, for whom “get it right” seemed often
to take a backseat to the far more hubristic “get it first.”

“We made mistakes and we acknowledge that we made
mistakes,” CBS’s Dan Rather tells Talk, below. “Let’s not be
blaming anybody else for whatever mistakes we made. We
understand that.”

But, boy, it made for compelling television. —Sam Sifton

No concession: Vice President Al Gore gives a press
conference at the White House, December 5, 2000.
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AN ELECTION

NIGHT'TO REMEMBER

CARL CAMERON, correspondent,
Fox News: It was miraculous that
Karen Hughes, Bush’'s communica-
tions director, had not sought or
seen any exit poll information until
about three in the afternoon on elec-
tion day. It was her 13-year-old son
Robert who pressured her to call.
They were getting a stream of bad
news from Pennsylvania and Michi-
gan and all these other places where
they had expected to do better, and
had begun to resign themselves to
the possibility of losing at the high-
est levels. The campaign was very,
very, very depressed between about
four and seven.

BRIT HUME, anchor, Fox News: The
now highly controversial John Ellis
[George W. Bush’s cousin and the head of Fox News'’s decision

desk] and I had a brief private conversation, and I said, “Soy 3

John, what do you think is going to happen to Bush here?” I said,
“Just your gut.” And he took two fingers and drew them across
his throat in the classic execution motion; he went, Cccech! And
that was sort of how the evening began.

TED KOPPEL, anchor of ABC’s Nightline: We had decided that
we would try to follow this election night from the vantage point
of the winner. Our problem was that as of eight in the evening
we didn’t have a clue who the winner was going to be. We caught
the last flight out of Washington to Atlanta because in Atlanta
there was a 10 p.m. flight going to Austin and a 10:25 p.m. flight
going to Nashville.

Once we got to Atlanta we got on the phone with our election
decision desk, who said that they'd declared Florida, Pennsylvania,
and Michigan for Gore. So it looked like Gore, but we weren't sure
about whether Florida was going to hold. We only had a few min-
utes to make a decision, so we figured,

“Baker constantly said,
‘This is crazy.
He said the word crazy
in three syllables.
This is craaaazy!”

television sets in the terminal. It was
suddenly clear that Florida had been
withdrawn from Gore, and it now
looked as though it might be given
to Bush. But they weren't sure yet.

So we figured, “What the hell,
we're in Nashville.” We went to the
hotel where Gore’s headquarters
were and waited there until 2:30 in
the morning, at which point the
networks declared Florida for Bush.

At that point we decided that we
would get a few interviews in Nash-
ville and capture the moment of
defeat for Gore. Then we chartered
a plane at 3 or 3:30 in the morning
and flew down to Austin.

TOM NIDES, campaign manager for
Lieberman: 1 was with Gore in the
hotel room when the networks
flashed “Bush wins the presidency.”

It wasn't a suite; it was basically a room with an adjoining
bedroom in which we were watching a very small color television
set and sitting on some folding chairs. Nothing fancy.

Gore had the clicker. He was sitting down on the floor
wearing jeans and a T-shirt and flip-flops and sort of flipping
channels. Then it became clear that the networks had called
it. First Fox, and then the rest. The room was totally quiet.
Gore was somewhat taken aback. Then he stood up, very
somber, very adult. He thanked everyone and said he ap-
preciated all the work everyone had done and he was go-
ing back to his room to talk to his family. “All right,” he said,
“I'm going back to my room and finish my concession
speech.”

MINDY TUCKER, press secretary for the Bush-Cheney campaign:
So the first network calls it—we’re kind of hesitant—then the
second one calls it, and then everybody starts celebrating, run-
ning around and hugging and crying.

All right, at the moment at least it «y MICHAEL FELDMAN, senior adviser
looks as though Gore is going to win. Tlm and I.W.ent to Gore: We were watching it in

So we hopped on the plane to uncharacterlstlcally Nashville. Excitement was building.
Nashville....

speechless for 30 seconds.
It was like an alien had
invaded my earpiece.”

TOM BROKAW, anchor of NBC
Nightly News: We had put Florida in
the Gore column, and (Bush’s chief
strategist] Karl Rove called and said,
“We think you're wrong.” So that got
my attention. And I started reflect-
ing that on the air: “...the Bush
headquarters has serious doubts
about the Florida call.” Later we said,
“Okay, we're going to take Florida
back.” We awarded it to George W.,
and it did seem as if he had won it.

KOPPEL: We arrived in Nashville at
about midnight, and as we got there
people were clustered around the
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Then at some point the trend for
Gore was reversed. When that hap-
pened, a lot of the oxygen was
sucked out of the room. It was a
body blow.

After the networks all called the
race for Bush, people were crying,
comforting each other. Then we had
to get in the motorcade to get to
the War Memorial Plaza where the
vice president was going to make
his concession speech.

Top: Former U.S. secretary of
state James Baker in Tallahassee
on November 12. Bottom: NBC’s
Tim Russert and Tom Brokaw in
the early hours of Election 2000.

BAKER: DAVE MARTii/AP WIDE WORLD; RUSSERT & BROKAW: COURTESY NBC




BROKAW: The next thing I know is
[executive producer Jeff] Zucker says
in my ear, “You're not going to believe
this, but the Florida secretary of state
is saying there are only 500 votes be-
tween 'em.” And I gather at that point
on the air Tim [Russert] and I went
uncharacteristically speechless for 30
seconds. It was like an alien had invaded
my earpiece.

TIM RUSSERT, anchor, NBC'’s Meet
the Press: It was by far the most surreal
event of the whole campaign, and it

“Somebody said,
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so what you have is a scene where
utter grief is sort of moving into a
state of shock, on its way to cautious
optimism. Person by person. I'm
shouting out, “It's under 500 now.”
Gore’s reaction was, “Really?”

TUCKER: At 2:15 a.m. we walked up
the street in Austin, and it was like
one of those New Year’s Eve-type
atmospheres in the street—every-
one was celebrating Bush. And we're
standing in front of the capitol, in
front of the stage, waiting for the

really was the beginning point for the ¢ 2’ governor to come out, and that’s
next 36 days. We had been told that You Warlt tO take a br ea-l( e

the vice president would be giving
his concession speech in a matter of
minutes. His motorcade was wind-
ing its way to the memorial. And then
we were given the two-minute warn-
ing, which in television lingo is a very
important moment because everyone’s alerted to cut to it live.
And the two minutes came and went. And all during this wait-
ing period we saw the Bush margin in Florida go from 50,000 to
30,000 to 10,000 to 5,000. And suddenly Tom [Brokaw] scribbled
on this piece of paper; I think the margin was 508 or something
like that. And I can still see the paper falling from his hand. I can
still see that paper floating, floating, and floating down to his desk.
And he looks at me and he says, “It's now down to just a handful
of votes.” And I said, “Clearly there are some doubts creeping into
the Gore campaign whether this is the right posture to take.”

The next thing we knew, the motorcade was being reloaded
with the vice president’s entourage, and they were heading back
to the hotel.

FELDMAN: It’s a seven- to 10-minute drive to the speech. And
on that drive is when I got the first communication that the sit-
uation had changed: The margin was too close for a call. Chairman
[William M.] Daley is in another car and on the cell phone he
says we need to slow things down
and figure out what’s going on.

We pull up to the War Memorial,
where the vice president is waiting in
a holding room with his family. I think

I'just looked at them like
they were a hitchhiker
with pets.”

“Don’t you think
I would have combed my

when we find out that Gore had taken
back his concession. We didn’t know
what to do.

KOPPEL: By the time we got to
Austin—we were listening to the
radio driving in from the airport—
people on the morning talk shows were complaining about
the crazy networks, because the networks had withdrawn it
from Bush and put it back into the undecided column. So there
we were at 5:30 in the morning in Austin, and we went to
the only place in town that’s always open. And that is this 24-hour
delicatessen, and we sat there and we had breakfast and we
said, “Well, we might as well spend the rest of the day in Austin....”
We had done enough chasing around from Washington to
Atlanta to Nashville to Austin. So we just figured wed sit tight
in Austin and before too long we'd have an answer. Well, of
course, we didn'’t.

DAN RATHER, anchor, CBS Evening News: Somebody said,
about 4 or 4:15 a.m., “You want to take a break? You want to g0
home? You want to take a shower?” I just looked at them like
they were a hitchhiker with pets. It was one of the great political
stories of all time; I'm not worried about taking a shower. I'm
not thinking of going home. I'm thinking to myself, This is a
tremendous political story. You know,
“Don't take me out, coach.”

LESLEY STAHL, correspondent, CBS’s
60 Minutes: We called it, we took it

at this point, he’s a little impatient to hair and put some lipStiCk back, we didn't know. Gore was con-

go out and give this speech—he felt
like he had given Governor Bush his
word, and he was going to get it over
with. And as chairman Daley whis-
pers to the vice president I can see
that the vice president is obviously
very surprised, and he’s telling other
family members what's going on. And

Above: Dan Rather flanked by
producer John Reade, left, and
stage manager Scott Berger,
preparing for election night
coverage on November 3.
Right: ABC producer

Ellen Davis, December 12.

onifI had known I was
going on camera?”

.. % 4
o NEWS LIVE COVERAGH

US SUPREME COURT
Washington

ceding, he didn’t concede. “Bush was
snippy,” etc. And, you know, your en-
ergy was pretty up. But around 3 a.m.
I flagged a little bit. And one of the
stagehands whispered to me—as he
noticed that I was kind of listing to
one side—“Do you want what Dan
Rather gets?” And I said, “Sure.” And
soon I got this mugful of chocolate
chip ice cream with Oreos. And that’s
how I got my energy boost at 3 a.m.

BROKAW: I finally went home at
10:30 on Wednesday morning. And
I made myself a bacon and egg sand-
wich and crawled into bed with my
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bacon and egg sandwich. I desper-
ately wanted a big drink, but I knew
that that was going to be disastrous.

NIDES: I think the press behaved on
election night probably as poorly as
any time in the last 20 years in cov-
ering a story. And I think there is no
question the desire and demand and
need to be the first has created an en-

vironment in which being first is much 4

is the man who basically told Tariq
Aziz, “I'm going to destroy your coun-
try"—and now he’s sitting in Tallahas-
see. And he can't get a drink at the bar.

ERIC AVRAM, editorial producer for
ABC News'’s law and justice unit: If
Orlando has Disney World and Epcot
Center, then this little two-block area
in Tallahassee became Ballot Land.
Youd literally go across the street and

more important than being right. « e 5 i go, “Oh, wow, there’s Secretary [of
The Gore campaign from the he pe()ple ]_‘unnlng _State Katherine] Harris's office.” And
beginning was playing catch-up be- ; ) next door to her office is Governor
D e Lotk It i d today talki
cause the networks decided to declare aroun 0] ay ng Jeb Bush’s office, and next door to
George Bush the winner for quite a 3 3 s him is the attorney general’s office,
while. And since that occurred, for abOUt blpartlsanShlp and literally across the street from
thej rest of the election the Gore cam- kiSSY'pOO, they don’t live there is the Florida State Supreme
paign was always the underdog. , ” Court. You'd walk a few blocks down
If they had never called it, if the mn the l‘eal WOl‘ld. Adams Street and run into people like

results had been basically in limbo,
as they were for the 36 days following it, I think the public
dynamic would have been much different.

TUCKER ESKEW, senior communications adviser to the Bush-
Cheney campaign: Specifically, in the state of Florida, where so
much remained hanging in the balance, television’s early call of
the election before the polls closed in the panhandle had a neg-
ative and potentially profound impact on the Bush campaign.

RATHER: We made mistakes, and we acknowledge that we made
mistakes. We're accountable for those mistakes. Let’s not be
blaming anybody else for whatever mistakes we made. We under-
stand that. And I feel very strongly that we need to evaluate
what we did and how we did it in hopes of reducing the number
of mistakes that we make in the future.

And I don't excuse myself from that criticism. I specifically
include myself.

LET THE RECOUNTS BEGIN
CHRIS VLASTO, producer for ABC: Jim Baker came down to Tal-
lahassee on November 8—immediately after the election, before
everything had started up—and we
were at the Doubletree. The hotel
staff really didn’t have a clue what
was about to hit them. I was one of
the first people to charter in, and
Baker was about three hours behind
me. The bar was basically empty. It
was me, the bartender, and Jim Baker
sitting in a booth, and a high-level
aide came in and went over to the
bar. And the aide said, “Do you real-
ize’—screaming—“the secretary of
state has been sitting here for 20
minutes!” And in the eyes of the bar-
tender, I knew that she didn’t know
who Jim Baker was. I mean, she may
have been 13 years old when Jim
Baker was secretary of state. And it
was odd, because in my mind I was
thinking, There, sitting over there,
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“It’s impossible
to expect judges to be
entirely free from their
personal feelings.”

chairman Daley, Warren Christopher,
Margaret Tutwiler, David Boies, and Barry Richard.

It was like being in Epcot Center, where Italy’s right there
next to France. Everybody up in New York would marvel about
how quickly we were covering everything, but little did they
know that everything was within 200 yards.

CAMERON: The emergency operations center, which was where
they were doing the recount, was pretty bleak by comparison
with the rest of West Palm Beach. The parking lot was absolutely
elbow-to-elbow satellite trucks. There were also probably some-
where in the neighborhood of 300 reporters and an additional
couple of hundred support staff of technical people. And they
have supplied for us in the parking lot one Porta Potti, which
has the capacity of about a teaspoon. And on the first day that
the weather was nice the Porta Potti overflowed. So there’s an
open sewer, a river of urine running through our workspaces
baking on the 90 degree blacktop.

JIM ANGLE, correspondent, Fox News: 1 stayed in six hotels and
a condo. Six. Because either you'd get one that was so bad that
you couldn’t stand it, or you'd get thrown out because they had
various things happening in town.
Almost everyone got thrown out for
the Florida-Florida State game. It
was a big deal. College kids were
trying to rent their apartments, or
in some cases their entire fraternity
house, to journalists for $2,000 to
$3,000 a weekend. I mean, obviously,
these kids were thinking, Okay, we'll
go sleep on our friends’ floors, and
in the meantime we'll have enough
beer money for the rest of the year!

DORRANCE SMITH, recount con-
sultant to Bush: I'll tell you one thing
that really bothered Baker: It's that
people in the men's room would con-
stantly miss the trash can with the
hand towels in the Florida GOP head-
quarters. He's fastidious and was ba-

DONALDSON: COURTESY ABC; BOIES & AVRAM: CHANG W. LEE/NEW YORK TIMES
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sically saying, “You know, can you believe these people keep
this place such a mess?” And I walked in one day, and he’s
cleaning up the men’s room.

THE HAND COUNTS
VLASTO: The first time the picture came out of people looking
at dimpled chads, that video spoke a thousand words. And I
remember we all sat'around saying, “You know, Gore’s in trou-
ble now.” And-Baker seized on that.

Baker constantly said, “This is crazy.” He said the word crazy
in three syllables. This is craaaazy!

ESKEW: We saw what we called the unsettling spectacle of peo-.

ple bending these ballots, holding them up to the light, peering at
them—and confusion creates doubt, and doubts buttressed our case.

I mean, they sent out this spokesman to start talking, real-
ly for the first time in public, about
bulging chad and pregnant chad
and swinging doors, and it just
baffled members of the news
media.

KATHERINE HARRIS, Florida’s sec-
retary of state [from ABC News
transcript, November 14, 2000]: Un-
less I determine in the exercise of
my discretion that these facts and
circumstances contained within
these written statements justify
an amendment to today’s official
returns, the state elections canvas-
sing commission...will certify state-
wide results reported to this office
today.

JON BANNER, senior producer for
ABC’s World News Tonight: It’s
getting to be five, six o’clock, and
we hear that Vice President Gore
wants to address the nation. And
it's gonna happen at 5:30. It's gonna
happen at six. Now, it's gonna hap-
pen at 6:30, right when we go on
the air. He knows that all the ratings are up for all the day’s
programs. People are watching like crazy. So all of a sudden
we now have the situation where the vice president is try-
ing to screw with our broadcast. He wants to manipulate us
to carry him live. And this is sort of a crapshoot. Do we
have to do this? Well, not necessarily. But he leaks out enough
for us to know that what he’s going to say at 6:30 is going
to be a major proposal. Something we would not want to
ignore. "

JULIA PAYNE, deputy press secretary for the Gore campaign: It
was probably about four o'clock. And the vice president called
(Gore spokesman] Mark Fabiani and said, “I'm gonna give the
speech as soon as we can get things set up. I want to give it today.”

Gore counsel Laurence Tribe outside the U.S. Supreme
Court on December 1. Opposite, top: Sam Donaldson in
ABC’s New York on November 7; bottom: David Boies
leaves the Florida Senate with Eric Avram on November 30.

“The vice president
was completely outraged.
He thought that the
court had done a great
disservice to the nation.”

MEDIA & POLITICS

He wanted to say why he was calling for these recounts and
wanted this process to be fair and every vote to be counted.

At about 5:30, 5:45 or so [ alerted the press pool and the
eveningsnews producers, saying, “Look, he’s gonna talk, but I
can teli’you in simple logistics we're not gonna be ready until
maybe 6:15, 6:30.” So I gave them as much guidance as I could
on the timing.

As it got closer to 6:15, and the room was close to being ready,
I pulled [Gore aide] Carter Eskew aside and said, “Carter, what
if we say he can't talk till 6:302 And Carter said, “That’s what we
should do.” We knew that was gonna be the best, biggest audi-
ence on that day. So we went for it.

BANNER: You know; it’s a ballsy move. Doing it at 6:35, right in
the middle of the news.

He got his message out. He made us alter our plans. He con-
trolled the evening news for a lit-
tle bit because he interrupted us.

CLINTON WEIGHS IN

JOHN KING, correspondent, CNN: 1
had an interview with Clinton dur-
ing his trip to Vietnam in November.
He was careful in what he said, but
it was clear that he was supportive
of Gore’s position in saying that they
should count every vote. Privately
he was very supportive of Gore, giv-
ing him pep talks in private about
hanging in there. But he was also
Bill Clinton, the president, saying,
“Look, there’s no crisis here. This can
all be resolved.” So he was sort of
playing in both camps—trying to be
supportive of Gore as much as he
could be in public, but also remem-
bering that he was the president and
that he had an obligation to the sys-
tem, if you will.

It was also remarkable how famil-
iar Clinton was with the details of
Florida election law. Here I'm in
Ho Chi Minh City, formerly Saigon,
and Clinton is saying, “You know, if you look at this part of
the law, you can see this.” And then, “I think Gore’s chance is
better over here doing that.”

It was just vintage Clinton. I mean, he had the book on the
Florida.election law.

THE COURT BATTLES BEGIN

AVRAM: The initial oral arguments for the Florida Supreme
Court was the first real event in Tallahassee. Tickets were given
out—there were these little placard cards that everyone wanted.
And ABC put interns out there in line in the middle of the night
because the networks were given only one ticket each and the
general public got the rest. So ABC ended up with four.

Most of the legal scholars were telling the networks that it
was unlikely that the U.S. Supreme Court would ever hear the
case. People tend to forget this now—that there was always a
feeling at the beginning that this could end at any time. People
didn't think this was going to go on for 36 days.

Continued on page 171
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and felt loved in such a way that it pained
her. “I realized very young that [ wasn't going
to always live with my parents. And as soon
as I figured that out it almost became un-
bearable to me—the comfort of home—be-
cause I couldn’t have it forever. I could hardly
enjoy it. The thing that I valued most was
that. And to know that it wasn't going to
last...I took it really hard.”

“Most of us want to cling to the familiar
and the safe,” says Phil Joanou, who directed
Thurman in 1992’s Final Analysis. “It's sad
that Uma had that realization at such a
young age. But there’s something to be said
for that. She’s very aware of the temporary
nature of most things in life.”

At 15 Thurman dropped out of prep
school, “desperate to grow up,” and began
to model in New York. Soon after, she began
to act in films. She was dating Joanou in
1989 when he introduced her to Gary Old-
man, whom hed just cast in State of Grace.
“It was lightning striking,” Joanou says,
chuckling. “You know when you've been
eclipsed. Yes, I was chagrined. But [ wasn’t
devastated. It wasn't like she left me for an
asshole.” Sean Penn and Robin Wright also
met making that film. “Sean and Robin, Gary
and Uma—there were a lot of fireworks. It
was a pretty exciting time.”

Thurman was just 19 when she married
Oldman, in 1990. By the time she turned 20
the marriage was over. Her feelings on the
subject are summed up in a sentence:
“Teenage weddings are in the category of
things that don't count.” Later she adds,
“Even if it’s painful, ultimately you may find
it was an inoculation against something else.
And you can, in hindsight, be grateful.”

It was an early lesson well learned. “When
you're as bewitching as she is, the tempta-
tion to chase rogues is very intense,” says

Anjelica Huston, who also stars in The Golden
Bowl. “Her choice of Ethan is striking, because
she’s gone for somebody who #@ally likes to
communicate.: Looking back on myself, I
was involved with people who were kind of
denying me for a long time. Uma seems to
be exactly the opposite. She’s very young to
have made that healthy a choice.”

Going from Gary Oldman to Ethan Hawke
(and squeezing a romance with Beautiful
Girls costar Timothy Hutton in between),
Thurman admits, is “yeah, shocking!” She
first encountered Hawke at an ATM machine,
and it was one of those rare instances when
she walked away without an opinion. They
met again at the opening of Pulp Fiction. But
it wasn't until they worked together in Gattaca
that he really registered. Hawke, the Gen X
idol apparently allergic to bathing, was at
the time not quite himself. “He jokes that I
got really conned, because when I met him
he was clean-shaven every day. He’s so
grungy!” Thurman exclaims. “I've tried so
hard to clean him up. He cleans up so good.
That’s what's so frustrating.

“I remember saying to myself, ‘Why can’t
you just have fun with this young guy? He’s
sexy; just enjoy that. Give yourself a break.’
And then, sneaky devil, he totally made me
fall in love with him. Because he wasn't overly
nice to me right away. He didn't kill it with
kindness.” While Hawke played it cool,
Thurman fell harder, faster. “He was probably
in love with me first,” she figures. “But then
when I fell in love with him, it was so
shocking. I'm sure he was scared. It took
him a while to catch up.” She smiles. “He’s
like Raggedy Andy. He has a candy heart....
He has his flaws—he does. But he’s a deeply
moral, soulful, and good person.

“I'd never worry about him with a leading
lady. I'm not even worried about him straying.

I could torture the poor guy and drive him
into some other situation. But he’s not the
kind of person whose behavior would come
unmotivated. If something happened in our
relationship I'm sure it would be my fault.
I'm 100 percent sure of it.”

They became engaged, and then Thur-
man discovered she was pregnant. At first
she refused to marry him. “I didn’t want a
shotgun wedding,” she explains. “Then there
I was, seven months pregnant, and I realized
I would have to go to the hospital and give
birth to my baby, and I thought about who
would be my next of kin. I realized that
I wanted him to be my next of kin. So I de-
manded to marry him.” Three weeks later
she walked down the aisle of St. John the
Divine. “Big as a house! And I wore white!”
she exclaims. Then she confesses, “I'm not
a practicing religious person. I'm not
anything.” Hawke, however, has “a deeply
religious side to him,” his wife says. “Ethan’s
a closet Christian.” Ash Wednesday, his second
novel, to be published by Knopf, is a spiri-
tual love story.

There are seven diamonds in Thurman’s
wedding band, a lucky number. “Actually
eight,” she reveals. “Because there’s one on
the inside. Just for a secret.” She turns the
band around and around on her finger, con-
templating the revelation. “I kind of gave
up on having secrets. I found there’s a whole
price you pay doing this. You have to ac-
cept that anything you say and do could
very well become something you have to
live with publicly.” And besides, she says,
“whatever’s true about me shouldn't hurt
me, so I try to let go.” Something easier said
than done. What is the truth about Uma
Thurman? “If you were to write one thing
about Uma...” she says, thinking, thinking,
thinking... “Can I say it off the record?” m
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The Florida Supreme Court addressed a
very basic question: Could the secretary of
state, Katherine Harris, certify the election?
Did she abuse her discretion? As it turns
out, they came back with a unanimous de-
cision saying she needed to give the counties
five more days, until November 26 at 5 p.m.,
to get their counts in. And it was clearly a
setback for the Republicans.

A LAWYER’S ALLEGATION

MICHAEL CARVIN, postelection lawyer for
Bush: Before the arguments started, some-
one slipped me a note. I don’t know who
the source of the note was. The note said

that the Florida Supreme Court justices had
already written their opinion and that it was
going to be unanimous, and that the opin-
ion was going to require Katherine Harris to
extend the recount deadline for another five
days. That, of‘course, is precisely what did
happen when they did issue the opinion.

Given everything else that had gone on
I gave a fair amount of credence to this note,
so I felt that we were probably going to lose.
Let’s just say I wasn't wildly optimistic about
my chances.

THE SPIN CYCLE
SMITH: What really drove the PR was the
legal strategy. And our job was to make sure

that we understood it first. I remember Baker
at one point telling me that he’s a 70-year-
old man and has been through a lot of legal
and Middle East peace negotiations. And he
said that this was as hard to get his arms
around as anything he had ever seen.

BANNER: Very early on in the story, peo-
ple would call me. People I did not know:
“It’s so and so from Secretary Baker's office.”
“It’s so and so from Joe Lieberman’s office.”
“Do you have everything you need?” In terms
of what? They wanted to know what we were
doing. They wanted to know if we needed
any legal opinions from their side. There
were more times in the beginning when Joe
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Lieberman offered himself up to network
television every day. There were more times
when Secretary Baker offered himself.

It was shocking, because here I was—
Mr. Nobody—this broadcast producer get-
ting these calls out of the blue. They were
going right to the source of people who put
the broadcast on. They were invading our
newsroom to ask us if we had everything
we needed. If they could help us produce
our newscast.

BRIAN WILLIAMS, anchor, MSNBC News:
After the election, and during the tense court
battle, Vice President Gore was calling the
network anchors. He was worried the
networks were going to bury him too early.

I will always consider those conversa-
tions with him private, but I can report that
he kept his sense of humor until the very
end. Prior to one of his calls to me the White
House operator got on the line and said, “Mr.
Williams, I have the vice president for you.”
To which I quickly responded, “Mr. Cheney,
how are you this evening?” The laughter at
the other end of the phone, inside the U.S.
Naval Observatory, was an indication that
Al Gore hadn’t lost his sense of humor.

BROKAW: I called Vice President Gore back
from a car phone, weaving through the traffic
on Route 684. I was both exceeding the speed
limit and trying to carry on a conversation.
It was kind of an out-of-body experience.
Here he was walking through all the permu-
tations of his appeals and his strategies. And
on that trip he said to me, “But you know,
Tom, I'm having fun.” And I said, “Mr. Vice
President, I can't believe you're having fun.”

THE CANDIDATES WAIT IT OUT
ALEXANDRA PELOSI, NBC producer cover-
ing Bush: For a year we were sitting on the
same airplane. For a year he was “Full-Access
George.” That's what he called himself. We
could talk to him. You knew he was there.

Then all of a sudden we were like stalkers.
We built a tent on the sidewalk across the
street from the governor’s mansion. And we
lived there from the crack of dawn through
the nightly news.

Every time he would come out of the
mansion we'd scream at him, and he'd pre-
tend he didn't see us, or stop for a moment.
But that was three seconds of video, and
television is an insatiable beast.

CAMERON: We would also stake out across
the street from the entrance to the gym. And

one day he came out of the gym more sweaty
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. than normal. The Secret Sex;vi.ge was talk-

ing us up, essentially distracfing us. This
time [Bush] looked at us and waved and no-
ticed that my cameraman was distracted by
the Secret Service guy, at which point he
put his hands up in the air and kind of did
a little end-zone jig, bowed a few times, and
started blowing us kisses, knowing that we
didn’t have the camera rolling.

As soon as we got the camera up on the
tripod and turned it on, he immediately
stood bolt-straight and then walked on with
an exaggerated sort of gait over to the car
and got in.

KOPPEL: I did an interview with Joe Lieber-
man during which he told me that on a
Friday afternoon he needed to speak to
the vice president. As an Orthodox Jew he
couldn’t drive up to the Naval Observatory.
At first the vice president suggested walk-
ing, then he said, “Look, I think it's 25 min-
utes to shabbes. Why don't you hop into a
car right now and come up here and do your
sabbath observance here at the Naval Ob-
servatory?” So, as Lieberman puts it, he and
his wife Hadassah put wine and challah and
salt in a bag and quickly drove up to the
Naval Observatory. They did their sabbath
observance, and when it was over Hadas-
sah looked at him and said, “You know, I
think this is the first time we've done it in
the same room as a Christmas tree.”

PLAYING HARDBALL

JIM NICHOLSON, outgoing chairman of the
Republican National Committee: ] remember
vividly—I think it was on November 11—I
was on what is now called Evans, Novak,
Hunt, and Shields [on CNN], and during a
commercial break Bob Novak whispered to
me in kind of an irritated fashion. He said,
“They're going to steal this election, and
you're going to let them.” And I said, “No,
we're not.” Exclamation. And we didn't.

CARVIN: The new deadline for all recounts
to be submitted to Katherine Harris was 5
p.m. Sunday, November 26. Now, that Sunday
afternoon you could watch any of the tele-
vision coverage and see that Palm Beach
was still counting. And by late afternoon
you heard various officials in Palm Beach
acknowledging that they were not going to
be finished by five. So the canvassing board
had decided to give partial results in time
for the deadline. Now, we maintain that was
completely illegal, because the law said you
had to manually recount all ballots.

But as five o’clock approached, we heard

that the secretary of state was going to accept
the Palm Beach partial recount—even though
the partial recount was blatantly illegal. We
were told that the secretary of state’s view
was that unless Palm Beach actually in-
formed her—in writing or otherwise—that
the returns were only a partial recount, she
could not infer that on her own.

So we made some calls to a few Republi-
cans overseeing the Palm Beach recount.
We told them to gently suggest to the canvas-
sing board that it might as well put PARTIAL
RETURN on the front of the returns that were
to be faxed up in time for the deadline. The
reason we gave was clarity—that the words
pARTIAL RETURN would distinguish those re-
turns from the full count that would be com-
ing in later that night. I'm not exactly sure
what happened, but I think the Palm Beach
board did in the end write PARTIAL RECOUNT
on the faxed returns. We all know that the
secretary of state, in the end, rejected them.

I think the board members probably
agreed to write the PARTIAL RECOUNT notation
for two reasons. First of all, I think they had-
n't slept in 48 hours, so I think theyd sort
of do anything. Second of all, I don't think
they or anybody else would ever have sus-
pected that it would actually make any dif-
ference. Who could imagine that without
that simple notation of PARTIAL RETURN the par-
tial count would have been accepted as a
complete count by the secretary of state?
Even while television showed them still
counting?

But I don'’t think it was Machiavellian to
suggest to the board that it write PARTIAL
RECOUNT, because that is what it was. I think
it would have been sort of Machiavellian to
pretend they were not partial returns.

THE FLORIDA SUPREMES SAY “COUNT!”
THE U.S. SUPREMES SAY “STOP!”
CRAIG WATERS, spokesman for the Florida
Supreme Court (from a CBS News transcript,
December 8, 2000): By a vote of four to three
the majority of the court has reversed the
decision of the trial court in part. It has
further ordered that the Circuit Court of the
Second Judicial Circuit in Tallahassee shall
immediately begin a manual recount.

AVRAM: The night before the Florida
Supreme Court decision, David Boies went
out to dinner with Phil Beck, one of the main
Republican guys; Irv Terrell, one of Baker’s
partners; and Steve Zack, who worked for
Gore. And they’re all there and they're hoot-
ing and hollering, having a great time. There
really was a bond between these attorneys.
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And that night there was definitely a feeling
that the Republicans had the upper hand.
They were predicting—to Boies—that they
were going to win the next day by at least a
majority of one vote. And Boies predicted
that he was going to win by one, which at
the time seemed at best to be wishful thinking.

Then the next day Craig Waters came out
of these big, metal silver doors that sort of
swing open. ABC was live, NBC was live, CBS
was live. And when he said that they were
going to be doing full recounts, there were
gasps—audible gasps—in the air from, I
think, both the Bush and Gore camps and
from the media.

Those next few hours everything went

haywire.

CHARLES BURSON, Gore's chief of staff:
After the second Florida Supreme Court de-
cision, which we considered a major victory,
the vice president got on the phone.

He said, “This is good, but let’s keep our
eye on what we need to do.” He was really
steady and realistic about things. He was
saying, “Look, this is not near-the end—a
win is a long way to go here.” He cautioned
that they had given us a relatively short time
frame to repeat the count.

RUSSERT: And then into the morning—
Americans were turning on their sets, watch-
ing the voting, and the holding up of the
ballots to the light was happening all over
again. We were obviously heading toward
some finality. Do you think this recount will
be finished? Will Gore overcome Bush? That
became the story line.

Then boom! The Supreme Court stayed
the count at 2:40 in the afternoon and sud-
denly the champagne is popping in Austin
and gloom descends upon the Naval Observa-
tory. And there were no warnings for these
clouds. They just came.

U.S. SUPREMES MAKE FINAL DECISION
PETE WILLIAMS, NBC justice correspondent:
We waited all day in the press room and
well into the evening. And then at 9:52 we
got it. We were told, basically, “Okay, we
have the decision, but we're not handing
it out until you form a line like nice ladies
and gentlemen.”

And everyone just snapped right to:
“Whatever you say. Yes, sir.” Boom and get
into the line. We'll take it. So one by one we
grabbed the opinion and went running into
the cold night air and the glare of the lights,
and I immediately said into the cell phone,
“Reversed and remanded.”

But then we had to figure out what that
meant. Was this thing over or not? And that’s
when this agonizing choir -bega’rﬁ that you
watched, trying to define the ruling. Because
of course you wanted very much to get it
out quickly, but it did occur to you that, after
all, this was not just some routine insurance
case—it would also be nice to get it right.

BOB SCHIEFFER, CBS anchor- Normally on
a Supreme Court decision, they put right at
the top what they have done. Here they didn't
say at the top what they'd done. You had to
pore through just page after page of real
legalese to try to come to determine how
many of them had been in on that decision
and exactly what it meant. It was one of the
hardest things I've ever done.

MARC BURSTEIN, executive producer of spe-
cial events for ABC News: Just seconds before
10 o’clock our producer Ellen Davis said, “I
have got the decision. And the U.S. Supreme
Court has reversed the lower court decision
in Florida by a vote of five to four.”

A few minutes later we looked up and
we saw other news organizations saying,
“U.S. Supreme Court remands decision back
to the Florida Supreme Court.” Well, we had
just reported that it had been reversed. Ellen
needed to clarify it for us.

ELLEN DAVIS, producer for ABC News'’s law
and justice unit: The opinion came down. I
was sitting vigil in this pressroom. Which
was mobbed. Mobbed. You almost couldn’t
breathe. And then what happened was they
reversed and remanded. But the remand
meant nothing.

I then called in to ABC. And I was shaking.
My stomach was in my throat. And I said,
“It's reversed.” And I ran outside and a pro-
ducer said to me, “Burstein wants you to
put a headset on.”

So I put this headset on, and I heard Marc
Burstein in my ear saying, “Can you explain
this decision?” And I didn't have time to be ner-
vous. I said, “I can try.” And all of a sudden I
was on national television explaining what the
Supreme Court had just done in this election.

My hair was all over the place and my
coat was half on and half off because I had
just run out of the court. People afterward
said, “Did you know you were going to be
on national television?” And I said, “Don’t
you think I would have combed my hair and
put some lipstick on if I had known I was
going on camera?”

I'said to Peter Jennings, “They gave with
one hand and took away with the other.”

They said, “We're going to send it back so
you can try and fix these equal protection
problems.” And then they said, “Oh, and by
the way you can't keep recounting because
the December 12 deadline sticks.” And then
I said, “It’s over, Peter.”

RATHER: There isn't anybody who has more
respect for the Supreme Court than I do, but
excuse me. This is ridiculous. Whatever they
decide it should be clear what they have de-
cided.-Clarity is very important with the
court. And if their decisions are not to be clear,
then there needs to be clarity about exactly
what the confusion is: “Here are the ones
that we've had the most difficulty with, but
here’s the bottom line.”

Or hold a press conference. They can
figure out a way to do it in about five min-
utes. I do think this indicates a certain amount
of arrogance, frankly. You know, that “we’re
just above all this. We're going to dump it in
here, and you figure it out.”

It's almost impossible on the fly. I
described it as trying to change a tire on a
moving truck. And that’s what it was.

BENJAMIN GINSBERG, national counsel
to the Bush-Cheney campaign: There they
were in front of a watching world on the
biggest political story that any of us had
ever seen, trying to make sense out of it,
and we were struck by how different
everyone’s opinion was.

We certainly wanted to know what the
decision was, but flipping from channel to
channel before we had a copy of the opin-
ion, they were all saying different things.

[Campaign chairman] Don Evans and Jim
Baker had offices right next to each other.
And I'was sort of going between the two of-
fices. One network was sort of saying it looked
like it was good for us. And another was say-
ing it was good for Gore. And they were talking
about a fractured court, and it was difficult
for them to really divine what the opinion said.

I'was thinking, Why can't we get a straight
answer here? This is kind of important.

NIDES: Truth be known, when the Supreme
Court ruled, there was this pathetic scene of
reporters running down the Supreme Court
steps making predictions before they even
read the decision. One network saying, you
know, we've lost; another network saying it
was being sent back to the Florida Supreme
Court. It was pathetic. Because everyone
wanted to be first. Everyone wanted to be
the first reporter to declare that Al Gore was
either dead or alive.
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And I don't know what it's going to take,

and maybe we're being unrealistic to expect
that people should get their facts straight
before they open their mouths. If I were with
the Bush campaign I would feel the same way.

DAVID BOIES, Gore's trial counsel: At ex-
actly the point in time [the reporters] were
trying to flip through those pages and fig-
ure it out, we were trying to flip through the
same pages and figure the same thing out
for the vice president. And for ourselves.
What I would try to do is figure it out as
quickly as I could and then call him with
my bottom-line judgment.

LAURENCE TRIBE, chief counsel for federal
constitutional litigation for the Gore-
Lieberman campaign: The only time in all
of my dealings with the vice president that
he was, I would say, emotionally at a very
high pitch was after the Supreme Court ruled
against us on December 12. He was just
completely outraged. He thought that the
court had done a great disservice to the
nation and to its own history and its own role.
And quite apart from its impact on him, he
thought that what the court had done was
just a completely unwarranted and kind of
disgusting thing. The vice president was
pretty exercised. I mean, he was under con-
trol. He wasn't yelling. But I've rarely heard
a more passionate and powerful indictment
of an action by one of the branches of the
American government than the indictment
that he delivered.

He had Ron Klain, David Boies, Bill Daley,
Walter Dillinger, and me—all on conference
call [after the decision]. The vice president
wanted to go around the circle, as it were,
having each person express candidly what
he thought about the exact meaning of the
opinion and what latitude, if any, was left for
further action. So we went around.

I don’t think there was anybody whose
view was radically different. I mean,
there was nobody who was really say-
ing, “We've got to do it. You've got to go down

A

Continued from page 122
elephant’s” he is not being helpful, for Indian
imagery is often lost in translation. The
clitoris is never mentioned—odd, when you
think how a woman’s fingernails are anat-
omized and differentiated. Nor is the “Twin-
ing of a Creeper” embrace given a step-by-
step. Yet when Vatsyayana describes
role-playing in the chapter “On Women
Acting the Part of a Man” and justifies it
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there and take advantage of the ocphole, and
it will make you president.” e

And what was most interesting, in a way,
was how quickly he moved from that high-
pitched outrage to a fairly tranquil acceptance
of the situation.

BURSON: I was in the room when Gore ac-
tually made the concession statement, and
it was very, very difficult. It was kind of the
final phase of a double campaign. I mean,
we'd all been very, very committed for more
than two years, through his candidacy, to
seeing him as president. And this was the
end of it. For now. And it was difficult
watching the family behind him that he’s so
close to, and I know how they feel toward
one another and what they have gone through
on this.

TUCKER: Don Evans had received a call
from Bill Daley saying, “You know, this is
basically over and here’s what he’s going to
do.” So Margaret Tutwiler walked in and said,
“Okay, you can be excited now. It’s official;
you can tell everybody.” I didn’t think it was
over literally until Gore called—because Gore
didn’t call till right before he went out.
And I got a call from a friend after the
governor’s speech that night, and he said, “I'm
so proud of you and I'm so excited for you,”
and it started to sink in at that moment.

EPILOGUE

CARVIN: The lesson is that the rule of law
sometimes prevails and that you can't change
the rules after the game has been played.

BOIES: For all its faults, we have the best
system for resolving controversies the world
has ever come up with. That doesn’t mean
it’s perfect. It is a system that ultimately re-
lies on human beings.... But there are cases
where the hydraulics are such that it is very
hard, and maybe it's impossible to expect
judges to be entirely free from their personal
feelings and political philosophies.

The enormous tension that exists for

with the pithy “She may also do this to sat-
isfy the curiosity of her lover, or her own
desire of novelty,” you feel reassured that—
however pompous the rest of the book—an
enlightened and inventive hand is guiding
the narrative.

Fully half the Kama Sutra is concerned
with marriage: the manner of wooing (and
even hoodwinking) a lover, choosing a wife,
making a household. Of the 24 sorts of men

judges in those situations comes from the
attempt to divorce what they want as a per-
son, as a citizen, from what they need to do
as a judge.

And I think that you saw people, judges,
struggling with that. My own view is that the
ultimate result of the Supreme Court’s de-
cision did not reflect a successful struggle.

SAM DONALDSON, ABC anchor: I'll tell you
this, the people running around today talk-
ing about bipartisanship kissy-poo, they don't
live in the real world. That's not what's going
to happen. What's going to happen is at best
gridlock and at worst the kind of poisonous
backbiting season that we've seldom seen.

CHRIS MATTHEWS, host of MSNBC’s Hard-
ball: This was a Tom Wolfe novel, where peo-
ple were not just personalities, they also rep-
resented cultures. It’s just such a stark portrait
of us, and if you recognize that democracy
is not printed on paper, that it's a running
system for ambition, where ambition can
compete civilly—that’s what politics is.

KOPPEL: I think, like most of my colleagues
in this business, you get to a point where you
have a hunch where things are going and
you're pretty sure that you know what the
court can do and what the court cannot do.
And in every single instance I was wrong.
I never had it right. And if anybody had
it right all the way along I want to meet that
person, because I want to hire them.

JIM AXELROD, CBS News correspondent:
There was no blood. There were no bullets.
There was no “How do you feel?” There were
no caskets. No sex. It was just a truly im-
portant story unfolding. And I think maybe
because everybody has watched Susan Smith
and watched Monica and watched O.J., that
everyone was like, “Hey, wait a minute. This
is great. This is what we are supposed to
be doing. And we don't have to take showers
after it.” m
Additional reporting by Victoria Petitt

who are successful with women—brave, rich,
generous, strong—one category is “men
skilled in telling stories.” There are 41 sorts
of easily seduced women. Anyone vain is
high on the list, followed by widows, dwarves,
and lazy women. For the colder cases there
are recipes for aphrodisiacs, some more du-
bious than others: “If a man mixes the pow-
der of the milk hedge plant and the kan-
taka plant with the excrement of a monkey
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